Dear Parents/Carers,

I'm not quite sure where the first half of the autumn term
has gone to, but here we are! | have been so encouraged
by the positive start the pupils have made to the new
academic year and their commitment to trying their best in
everything they do.

The classrooms are all now well established and it is
particularly lovely to see our new Appleby group having
lots of fun learning through the Early Years curriculum
together. The class topics are all underway with a range of
learning opportunities including the Romans and Victorians
where the pupils have been discovering what it would be
like to be a child in a different time. All the classes have
enjoyed the usual variety of educational visits, ranging from
playing tennis, to farm trips and pumpkin picking!

It was lovely to end the last week with a wonderful Harvest
Festival celebration. The Windsor class led the school with
their well-prepared assembly where they entertained
everyone whilst also educating us all on the importance of
fair trade. Thank you to all of you for sending in donations
— these were beautifully presented on the Harvest table
before being delivered to High Green food bank where they
were gratefully received.

The final months of 2025 promise to be strong and | am so
looking forward to the next half term. We hope to see
 some of you at the parents’ evening meetings coming up
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Our science week was definitely the most exciting (and gross!) as we tackled the big question: Did Roma
toilet roli? Shockingly, they didn’t! After a hilarious Roman toilet role play (20 people in one toilet—no thank
tested materials for durability and absorbency, recording our own results like real scientists.

PE with Balmoral has been full of energy as we explored attacking and defending skills, with football being 2 .
favourite but competitive as always!

In history and geography, we’ve dug deeper into the Roman Empire, learning about gladiators, Roman life, a
their influence can still be seen today.

It's been an action-packed term, and we can’t wait to see what'’s in store next!

Edivburgh Cass:

Edinburgh Class have had a lovely half term. We are currently learning about Victorians and have enjoyed a day
when a Victorian teacher came into school. We learnt how different schooling was! None of us want the cane
please!

We are learning about writing diaries and have written entries about our days at school. We are now starting to
think about a day in the life of a Victorian child and will write a diary entry as if we lived and went to school then!
We’ve also been able to explore different Victorian artefacts, such as slates, pocket watches and ink writing pens.
We’ve had fun learning about the history of our school. It used to be a factory, and we went back in time, getting
messy with coal and pretending to work in an old factory. If we lived in Victorian times, a lot of our class would be
too old to go to school and would have had to go to work in the factories! We're looking forward to learning more
about Victorians next half term.

Also, this hailf term we’ve had Rosie, a musician, come into our class once a week to do a music session with us,
which we have all loved. We're looking forward to making more music with Rosie next term!
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Our class have been on lots of nature walks, looking at our changing environment as we go into Autumn, collecting
leaves, acorns, pinecones, berries and conkers, then using these items to explore and create art. The children hand

getting messy during our sensory play using pumpkin jelly, sensory soup, exploring the Antarctic with sorif
water play, and the sandy African desert.

We have enjoyed lots of arts and crafts, making creative paintings, sensory postcards, and our very ow
bag!

Warwick have visited the local community, going to the library to join in with their Storytime sessions, we finished
our term with a fantastic trip to Wentworth Garden Centre to carve pumpkins!

We hope you all have a fantastic October half term, we look forward to seeing you in November!

Appleby Class:

What a wonderful and busy half term it’s been in Appleby Class!

We’ve had the pleasure of welcoming Clara and Jenson into our class, and they have both settled in so well.
Our topic, “Big Wide World,” has given us so many opportunities to explore, discover, and learn about the world
around us.

We’ve been out and about in our local area, enjoying autumn walks, a visit to the library, and a lovely trip to the
local farm shop, where we explored all the delicious fruit and vegetables on display. We even used some of our
favourites to make soup and smoothies, which the children absolutely loved tasting!

The children had a fantastic time visiting Tiny Town, exploring the play areas and role-play activities. We’ve also
been pumpkin mad this term, picking, exploring, and decorating them! And of course, we’ve celebrated some
special birthdays too.

As part of our topic, we’ve been learning about different traditions and festivals around the world, including Yom
Kippur, Harvest Festival, and Halloween. The children have enjoyed stories, crafts, and songs to help them
understand the importance of kindness, reflection, and thankfuiness.

It's been a wonderful half term full of fun, friendship, and learning. We’re so proud of how well the children have
engaged with every activity and experience.
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Science, we have liked exploring Victorian innovation and advances in technology, including the telephone a
development of lightbulbs.

Hardwick Class:

What a wonderful and busy first half term we’ve had in Hardwick Class! The weeks have flown by, and we’ve
packed in so many exciting adventures, creative moments, and learning experiences. Here’s a little look back at
everything we’ve been up to...

We kicked off the term by heading outside for our autumn walks, using all our senses to explore the changes
around us. We listened to the crunch of leaves, felt the cool breeze, and spotted the beautiful colours of autumn
everywhere we went.

Our sensory story sessions have been a big hit! Everyone got involved through touch, sound and smell as we
brought our stories to life. There was lots of giggling, vocalising and even a few surprises along the way!

We took a fantastic trip to Weston Park Museum, where we explored fascinating objects and displays from the
past.

To celebrate the Harvest Festival, we created our very own veg babies with googly eyes and silly smiles! Our
vegetable friends were a hit.

Our visit to Farmer Copley’s Pumpkin Patch was a highlight of the half term. We chose the perfect pumpkins, some
big, some tiny, and even a few wobbly ones and listened all about how they grow!

To finish off our half term, we got spooky with some Halloween crafts and a fabulous party—full of laughter,
dancing, and treats!
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we went curling at Ice Sheffield, which some great co
Our trip also involved us buying tram tickets to Meadowhall where we all bought our own lunches. The st
were all proud of their independence, paying for their chosen meals.

Students have all worked really hard this term, making excellent progress in phonics and maths — and sho

impressive ambition and determination in their physical tasks. Life skills and communication have been k

priorities this term, with students planning and cooking their own special Halloween themed party lu
shopping for the ingredients: a well-deserved reward after all their hard work

Purham Class:

What an exciting half-term we have had! As you know, the children have been learning about the Victorians,
particularly focusing on schools. They have really enjoyed this topic!

The highlight of our learning was Victorian Day, where we partnered with another class to experience a day in the
life of a Victorian child at school. The students practised writing on slates, learned about discipline methods such as
the cane, and discovered the toys that children played with during that time.

Additionally, the children have thoroughly enjoyed our PE sessions, where we played traditional Victorian games,
including “Wink-Wink Sleep,” marbles, and pass the objects.




on court Each week, confidence has grown — and the determmatlon from all pupils has been inspiring. We__ g
team Wentworth!

In our Task Series, pupils have made fantastic physical progress this term. The focus has been on standing aghit
where pupils have practiced standing either independently or using the ladder for support. Their enthusia
teamwork, and perseverance have been brilliant to see. Every pupil should be so proud of what they’ve achietedt

Wentworth Class has continued to make tremendous progress in the ‘Little Wandle’ phonics scheme. Re
confidence has grown across the class, with pupils recognising more sounds, blending accurately, and showin
real love for stories. We are also excited to share that a brand-new reading corner is being created — ready for

pupils to enjoy after half term! It will be a calm and cozy space to relax and share books together.

We couldn’t be prouder of all the pupils in Wentworth Class. Their positivity, hard work, and kindness make every
day a joy. A huge thank you to families for your continued support — it makes such a difference. Have a wonderful
and restful half term break, and we look forward to another exciting term of learning ahead

Outreach Class:

What a wonderful and busy term it’s been! Qur topic this term was “People Who Help Us,” and we’ve had so much
fun learning about all the different people who make our community a better place.

Through exciting pretend play, the children took on many important roles — from brave firefighters and caring
doctors to hardworking builders and farmers. They enjoyed dressing up, exploring real-life tools, and acting out
how these helpers support us every day.

Our little learners also worked incredibly hard on developing their physical skills. Whether climbing, lifting, digging,
or role-playing emergency rescues, they stayed active and motivated throughout the term.

We are so proud of their enthusiasm, teamwork, and imagination. It's been & joyful term full of learning, laughter,
and helping hands!
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PDirector of Services:

What a great start to this academic year we have had. Every year | am always so amazed at how quickly both the
staff and pupils slip back into the routine of school life in September, and this year was no different.

The autumn term, although a very long one, is a very exciting one with lots of opportunities for learning. The past
half term has once again demonstrated how hard working and resilient the pupils at Paces are. What stands out
most is the super progress our pupils have made—whether through communication, independence, friendships, or
simply the bug smiles they bring into school every day.

As we continue into the autumn term, 1 know the pupils and staff will be looking forward to more exciting and fun
activities in the lead up to Christmas, as well as continuing to learn through their topics. We also look forward to
welcoming parents into school for parents’ evenings and Christmas celebrations.

Best wishes S

Ruth




