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Dear Parents/Carers,

As anticipated, this half term has flown by in a flurry of seasonal
fun, including class celebrations, festive baking, parties and
pantomime visits. It is always a joy to see the classes
collaborating to put together Christmas performance and
activities to share with their peers and visiting family members.
The effort put in by the pupils and staff is incredibly impressive.
Thank you to all our parents and families who were able to offer
support in one way or another over the recent weeks.

As well as Christmas performances, the pupils have also been
showcasing their singing and signing to put together our songs
for the Paces Winter Ball. The videos made of the pupils and
adults were a beautiful reflection of what make Paces so special.
It was lovely to see the videos played alongside our choir singing
at the Ball. Our singing talents were also on display again at our
evening carol service- this was lovely time together sharing the
Christmas story.

In amongst the festivities, the pupils’ learning has continued. It
was a real pleasure to take Angela Sykes, our new Chair of
Governors, on a walk around the school to observe the task
series in each class. | was so proud of all the pupils who
demonstrated the work they do day in and day out to develop
their skills, celebrating each other's successes along the

way. Angela has made a wonderful start to her role as Chair and
is keen to build our governing board- more news on this to
come!

We ended the term with a wonderful Christmas party day which
included crafts, baking, Christmas dinner and karaoke! The
pupils all had a visit from Father Christmas where they each
received a donated selection box and a for the whole
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Preparing for Christmas was another highlight. We wrote our own Christmas play, created invitations, and even
cooked our own Christmas dinner, complete with menus and recipes. With festive music playing, we proved we
have some excellent chefs in our class! Obviously Balmorals love of food shines through.

We also enjoyed two fantastic trips: Clifton Park Museum, where we handled real Roman artefacts (the swords
were a favourite!), and Defying Gravity at Ice Sheffield, which really put us in the Christmas spirit.

To finish the term, we proudly opened our own art gallery to showcase our wonderful work.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us in Balmoral!

Edinburgh Class:

What a fantastic term it has been in Edinburgh! We have thoroughly enjoyed stepping back in time during our
Victorian topic, where the children learned about life in the Victorian times. They explored school life, homes, toys,
and jobs, and were fascinated by the differences between then and now. Everyone showed great enthusiasm and
curiosity throughout the topic. The Children especially enjoyed a Victorian teacher coming into school to provide
children with the experience of a day in the life of a Victorian child.

One of the highlights of the term was our ice skating trip. It was wonderful to see the pupils’ smiles on the ice. We
had lots of fun!

We are very proud of all the pupils and their hard work; we look forward to the exciting learning ahead next term.




Children have celebrated bonfire night by making beautiful sensory fireworks for us to explore and count! We have
used instruments and props along with our song to add a sound effect.

Warwick have been super busy enjoying lots of Christmas crafts and activities, we were all so proud at all the hard
work they put into their Christmas performance, we hope you enjoyed it too!

What a fantastic way to end our term with a Christmas party day and a trip to see Santa at Gulliver’s Kingdom!

We hope you all have an amazing Christmas holiday; we look forward to welcoming you back in the New Year!

Appleby Class:

Wow! How have we already finished our first term of the academic year? Time truly flies when you’re having fun,
and this term has certainly whizzed by!
We were delighted to welcome a new friend to Appleby Class. She has settled in beautifully, and it has been
wonderful watching all the children build friendships and play so kindly together.

This term we continued our topic, Big Wide World, and enjoyed so many exciting experiences. We celebrated
Bonfire Night with sparklers, marked Remembrance Day, visited other classrooms to meet new friends, and went on
seasonal walks to spot the changes around us. We've also celebrated birthdays, supported Children in Need, and of

course shared plenty of fun in our daily learning.
A highlight of the term was our fantastic educational visit to Whistlestop Valley, where we rode the trains and had a
magical story time with the main man in red... Santa!

Across the term, the children have worked incredibly hard in all their physical programmes and lessons. They’ve
explored transport, animals and other objects and materials through sensory stories, maths and play-based
learning. They have shown their creativity as amazing little artists during craft activities... with lots of glitter.

We in Appleby Class wish you all a wonderful, festive break and look forward to more fun, learning, and adventures
in January!
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As always, we have been engaging well during the task series and have been applying these skills to other aspects
of the daily routine, with lots of us making excellent progress in aspects of our independence like feeding and
dressing.

We have also enjoyed some great enrichment activities such as Children in Need Day and an end-of-term visit to
the theatre for the Cinderella panto!

Merry Christmas, everyone!

Hardwick Class:

As we wrap up the festive term, we want to celebrate all the wonderful learning and activities the children have
enjoyed!

This term has been full of fun, creativity, and festive cheer. The children loved making Christmas crafts, from
decorations to handmade cards, as well as exploring their creativity and fine motor skills along the way.

Our trips this term were extra special — we had a fantastic time at the bowling alley, and the children were
delighted to visit the Christmas Tree Festival, enjoying the magical decorations and festive atmosphere. Our
children’s Christmas tree theme nursery rhyme was “Hey Diddle Diddle”.

A huge congratulations to all the children for their brilliant Christmas performance. We are incredibly proud of each
and every child - you all shone so brightly!

Thank you to all our families for your support this term. We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a happy New
Year. We look forward to welcoming the children back in the new year for more learning, laughter, and fun!




Wewtworth Class:

What a fantastic and busy term we’ve had in Wentworth Class! Our pupils have embraced every opportunity with
enthusiasm, creativity, and resilience, and we are so proud of everything they have achieved.

We began the term by exploring inventions and developing our very own product ideas. Pupils worked through the
design process, thinking carefully about how their inventions could help others. The creativity on display was
brilliant, and everyone enjoyed sharing and discussing their ideas.

One of our big highlights was our exciting trip to ICE Sheffield, where pupils had the chance to try curling. They
showed great determination and teamwork while learning new skills on the ice. It was wonderful to see their
confidence grow as they embraced a completely new sport.

As we moved closer to the festive season, the classroom was filled with rehearsals, singing, and lots of laughter.
Pupils worked incredibly hard practising for our Christmas play, learning their roles, supporting one another, and
building confidence in their performance skills.

To end our term in the most festive way possible, we visited Hesley Wood, where pupils helped to prepare and
cook our very own Christmas dinner. They participated in the whole process—from preparing ingredients to
helping with the cooking—and felt very proud of the final meal we enjoyed together.

It has been a wonderful term full of learning, new experiences, and shared achievements. We are incredibly proud
of every pupil and look forward to another fantastic term ahead.

Wishing you all a restful and happy Christmas break!
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Even with all this Christmas fun happening, we have still been working extremely hard with our daily tasks,
including phonics, communication, lying programmes and walking challenges.
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I am looking forward to meeting lots of you as | pop in and out of school. Till then | wish you all a very Happy
Christmas and prosperous New Year and look forward to working with you in the years ahead.

Pirector of Services:

As we come to the close of the autumn term, | want to take a moment to reflect on what has been a busy,
inspiring, and deeply rewarding few months for our whole school.

This term has been filled with learning, growth, and determination. Our pupils have worked incredibly hard,
showing resilience, curiosity, and pride in their achievements—both big and small. From progress in
communication and mobility, to growing independence and confidence, every step forward has been worth
celebrating. It has been a privilege to see pupils supporting one another and embracing new challenges with such
positivity.

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to our staff team. Their skill, creativity, and unwavering commitment to
our pupils are evident every day. They continue to go above and beyond to ensure our pupils receive the very best
support and opportunities. To our families and carers, thank you for your continued trust and partnership. it has
been lovely to see so many of you in school over the festive period. Your involvement, encouragement, and
communication are vital, and we truly value the strong relationships we share.

This time of year, is an absolute favourite for me and it has been a privilege to watch the pupils performing in the
Xmas celebrations, the carol concert, and the Winter ball. These moments remind us that our school is not just a
place of learning, but a community built on care, respect, and shared purpose.

As we look ahead to the new year, we do so with optimism and ambition. We will continue to build on the progress
made, always guided by our commitment to inclusion, high expectations, and ensuring every pupil is supported to
reach their full potential.

| wish all our pupils, families, and staff a restful and joyful break. Thank you for everything you have contributed this term. We
look forward te weicoming everyone back refreshed and ready far the spring term







